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{ DENTON COUNTY-MASTER GARDENER'/ASSOCIATION
4 BOARD:MEETING
October 7, 2009

. CALL TO ORDER
President Linda Williams called the DCMGA Boafdwectors meeting to order at 10:02 a.m. at the Texasifdg=xtension office in Denton, TX. In
attendance were Janet Laminack, Annell Burns,iN&aleBeau, Carolyn Tinner, Connie Gregory, Sandy Hiaitgla Williams, Donna Wolfe, Brenda
Wellenreiter, Lucille Del Vecchio, Shirley Maedti, Martin Richards, Sue Hudiburgh, Janie Farler, Niéoyrow, Wally Gehrke, and Patsy Day.
II. MINUTES
Minutes for September Board meeting were doded to the Board via e-mail. Minutes were acceptedesented.
lll. TREASURER’'S REPORT
Shirley Manfredi, DCMGA Treasurer submittedae. Report was accepted as presented. Shirley asented the financial report from the
Garden InfoFest. Most of the income came fitwerfée for vendor booths. Event came in within budget hemiaeome did not cover costs.
IV. COMMITTEE REPORTS
A. Project Administratior-Connie Gregory submitted report. Cool Shade for the Thiiedie is on track. Volunteers will bag trees on Octobeat?
Lucille Del Vecchio's house. Trees will be distributed tSD Third Graders on October@2nd 2%'. Project Manager Meeting was a non-event. Projecialgla
ers need to get in their annual Project Renewal fodpper Trinity Water District is proposing a new projiectthe Master Gardeners. It is being renamed the T
mas E Taylor Water District and the garden is being daime Nancy Tam Garden. Nancy wants to designate affthe garden as a Master Gardener garden. V
would serve as consultants to the project and the UppdtyTrandscape crew would provide the work. Sandy Hiattgenaamotion to participate in this project.
Carolyn Tinner seconded the motion. There was discussite ofiotion. Motion passed unanimously.
B. Ways & Means- Sandy Read was not in attendance. No report was submitted
C. Communications-Lucille Del Vecchio submitted report. Distributed a figtiof media in which info about the Fall InfoFest was@th There was
paid advertising in the Denton Record Chronicle. Lugitats to create a time line calendar so that advegtfer events can be submitted on a timely basis. Lin
Williams requested Connie Gregory to put together aflist@jects that need a notebook of process in ordetupe their event. Gathering this information wot
be a start towards creating Lucille’s proposed time liNeed to submit a paid advertisement for the Round-Up.ciétently have 29 applications for the 2010 cle
in hand we will continue to take applications for the 25 ciists.
D. Programs-Carolyn Tinner submitted report. Originally scheduled topicéext week’s general meeting is no longer available. Btogson will be
presenting the program. General meeting is an evenietimgavith Meet-N-Greet starting at 6:30 p.m.
E. Member-at-Large-Brenda Wellenreiter submitted report. Proposed By-Lawsgaspassed at the September General Meeting. Proposeldudesd
were distributed for comment. Handbook issue will be adddeafter the first of the year.
F. Report from the County Coordinatedanet Laminack submitted report. She wants to do a skexd presentation at the annual Commissioner’s Br
fast in December. Requested photos in order to put samgetgether. Mary Morrow will assist her in accessh@yorganization photo files.
G. Volunteer CoordinaterDonna Wolfe submitted report. Currently 29 applicationgHe 25 slots of the 2010 class.
H. Nominating Committee-Connie Gregory submitted report. Connie organized a nominaimgittee by inviting a representative from each class
She publicly thanked those people who actually served on the iGeemPeggy Durrett; Pam McClimon; Barbara Burgin; and M&uss. This slate will be an-
nounced at the next general meeting for voting at the Novegelneral meeting. E-mail notice will be sent out tortteenbership.
Connie presented the slate of nominees for the 2010 Board:

President Connie Gregory Secretary Sue Hudlbgrgh
Vice-President Martin Richards Treasurer Joe Bendzick
Director of Education Wally Gehrke DeIegate-gt-Large Annell Bums
Director of Comm. Lucille Del Vecchio Past President Linda Williams

I. Class of 2018-Zoe Broxson was not in attendance.
Janet Laminack reported that class preparation is goirlg fie$t class begins Tuesday, February 2, 2010.
J. Leadership Classlinda Williams submitted report. Thirty-one people partitgpan the leadership class held on September 23. Céags v
very well. It was a “great class”. The instructommita Santiago, was a delight. There is a second poftibisalass that can be presented a
later date, if we wish to do this. Suggestion was nadi@ve Monica come to do a Board Training for the Beard. Discussion ensued as to
whether we want to create a Blue Ribbon panel to comdatbpecommendations for changes in our organization. Deave to make cultural
changes in our organization? What do we want to be whemameup or do we feel grown up?
K. Grant PresentatierIBM has a grant program in support of non-profit orgamzest Sue Hudiburgh, a former IBM employee, submitted a
grant proposal on behalf of the DCMGA. Sue presentedalWiilliams a check in the amount of $1,000 from IBM. Thaney will go toward
the purchase of an enviroscape. This is the second yaaowmwe have been awarded this grant.

V. ANNOUNCEMENTS/GROUP DISCUSSION

A._Fall InfoFest-Linda Williams submitted report. Annual Fall InfoFest hélid past Saturday, October 3. Considered it a successful ewe had 204
attendees. There will be a debriefing meeting at Maoyr&v's house November 2 from 12-3. Need to let Mary kifqwwu are coming and
bring a covered dish for lunch. Linda Williams and DonnaféViaill be supplying chili for the attendees.

B._Water Barrel Classlinda Williams submitted report. Only four people have siigme for the class. Look at this as a spring classpimethe rains.

C._Demonstration Gardeitinda Williams and Janet Laminack submitted report. LintthJanet made presentation to the Commissioners Coupasiis
month and got unanimous approval for the donation of the arttld demonstration garden. The next Demonstration GRidening Meeting
will be prior to the general meeting on October 14.

D._ Round-Up-Linda Williams submitted report. The annual Round-Up will He ba October 21 from 10-12 at the Extension Office. Soswudsion
of Agenda and program ensued. Four teams of two wereébto conduct interviews in early November.

E._Retreat-Connie Gregory submitted report. The annual planning Retikkée held on November 18 from 10-1 at Upper Trinity. fEheill be a Con-
tinental Breakfast starting at 9:30 a.m.

F. Awards-Linda Williams submitted report. Linda will ask at nextekis general meeting for nominations for organizatioarata.

G._2009 Christmas Party inda Williams submitted report. Zoe Broxson has securedB&eith community room for the Christmas party on Bec.
Anyone who wants can bring a centerpiece to decoratelifes teDiscussion centered on bringing a donation of soméos a children’s charity
rather than doing the gift exchange. Research of orgamgatie want to donate and recommendations at the November\Beatidg.

H._Graduaticr-Annell Burns and Maurine LeBeau submitted report. Graoluadi be held on January 13, 2010. Annell and Maurine have done sor
research into rooms and caterer for the event. Suggdstedpolitan Caterers in Denton. The cost of the meaild be $31-$33. Lucille Del
Vecchio made a motion graduation be held at MetropoG&terers. Brenda Wellenreiter seconded the motiorcuBs#on followed, motion
passed unanimously. It was decided that the organizatiold wizk up the cost of the audio-visual needs for the ev@tgve Chamblee will be
the speaker at the event._I. December Board Meefifige December Board Meeting will be held at Linda’s housBecember 2 at 10:00 a.m.
J. Arboretum Day-Linda Williams submitted report. Arboretum Day will be heldNovember 7 from 9 to 3. It means free admissioalfor
Master Gardeners. It is like an Ask a Master Garderathlmn steroids. Do we want to participate this yelsieeting adjourned at 12:15 p.m.
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According to John Cooper, Texas A&M Agrilife Extension Emeritus, these are the best varieties
7 for Denton County: 'Sentinel’, ‘Harvester’, ‘Red Globe’, ‘Milam’, ‘Loring’, ‘Dixiland’, ‘Redskin’,
o ¥ ‘Surecrop’, ‘Jefferson’, and ‘Belle of Georgia." However, before planting peach trees, read the

fruit/nut spray schedule so that you will know what to expect. Peaches are not the easiest fruit to
grow here, but if you can, you are quite a gardener! The average number of chilling hours for Denton County
is around 875,i.e., 825-925, but for all practical purposes regarding fruit trees, you can go with 750-950 which biases
toward having enough chilling rather than not getting enough, which is safer for the trees. This wider bracket allows you
to include more varieties many of which are very good for our area.

The links below are to John's article "Fruits Thrive in North Texas," the Fruit and Nut Spray schedule, and a list of
chilling hours required for different varieties:

http://dcmga.com/Fruits%20Thrive%20In%20North%20Texas.htm
http://insects.tamu.edu/extension/bulletins/b-5041.html

http://mwww.ces/ncsu.edu/depts/hort/hil/hil-327.html
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There are so many ways to participate in this project. | hope if you have not been a part of the
Riding the Rails Team that you will consider joining us for the Spring trip,:
May 18, 19 and 20, 2010
Jenny Estes
Project Leader

jnellieestes
@yahoo.com |

940-271-1402
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Sue Hudiburgh, IBM retiree, made this opportunity possible for the second year in a
row. The grant was received for the purchase of an ENVIROSCAPE, a learning tool
that is a demonstration of "watershed management" in an urban community. This tool
will be used by Master Gardeners to demonstrate to and educate various civic groups,
schools, and at speaking engagements throughout Denton County.
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AVACADO AND CORN SALSA 2 cups fresh or frozen corn heated in microwave
) 2 + until tender crisp (Cooled)

Ingredients

Juice from % lime

% Medium Red onion diced

2 Tablespoons chopped cilantro
1 8 oz ripe avocado diced

Salt & Pepper to taste

Mix all ingredients and serve
Note: Makes an excellent topping for grilled
chicken breast, fajitas or Chili
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National Earth-Kind™ Specialist Training

Environmental Stewardship
Shirley Manfredi

The Earth-Kind™ Environmental Landscape Management Systeoives around two crit
cal considerations:

1. The intelligent selection of adapted plant cultivaith very strong genetics
(the Earth-Kind™ Rose Research Program).
2. The creation of a healthy and environmentally soundiggomedium

(the Earth-Kind™ Environmental Soil Management Program)

| recently had the opportunity to attend the NationatleKind™ Specialist Training when

was held in Ft. Worth. Denton County’s allotted tpasitions were filled with myself from

Pilot Point and Lynda Harvey from Flower Mound. Othiteradees came from as far as Q
pus Christi and Odessa and as close as Collin and Dalla#i€s.

The quality of speakers was outstanding: Steve Chartes, Kbrticulture, Tarrant Count)
Gaye Hammond, Houston Rose Society; Mark Chamblee, GearRose Nursery, Tyler, T)
and Garey Wylie, Master Gardener, Johnson County, to aame.

Much to everyone’s disappointment, Dr. Steve Georgead égrilife Extension Landscaj
Horticulture Specialist, Dallas, had to cancel at #s moment due to illness. Dr. Georg
passion, enthusiasm and immense knowledge were greabdedani However, Steve, Ga
Mark and Garey rallied, adjusted the agenda and covereahicety.

Fortunately, | have heard Dr. George speak a number od.tintor those who are not awg
Dr. George is referred to as tfaher of Earth-Kind™. As the story goes, he was explai
to his wife the direction that this program was takingemn, at one point, she used the t
earthkind. Dr. George latched on to it and then Texas Agritdeied it forward ultimatel
making it a trademark.
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ful, productive landscapes requiring only minimal mainteeawhile providing maximum prg-

The Earth-Kind™ concept is not just about roses. gadtd is “for Americans to enjoy bea\}i-

tection for the environment”. It is based on the comtion of the best of organic and tr
tional gardening and landscaping techniques as well as a legeaven system based on re
world effectiveness and environmental responsibility.

While space here is too limited for great detall, tHiewang are a few highlights.
This program, conducted by scientists with Texas AgriLXeeBsion, an agency of The
Texas A&M University System, is the largest rose reseprogram in the country.
Only those cultivars which survive rigorous research asiihtg including no spraying, I

fertilizing, little pruning and greatly reduced watering otfze root system is establish¢

receive the coveted Earth-Kind™ label.
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This process is consumer driven. There are literailjons of people who would like t
grow roses but few, including me, have the time or thknaion to tend them and ev
fewer are willing to spray.

At their request, this program has been rolled out tor atbentries with currently 39 no
conducting their own research in a like manner.

Because of this program, there is a rejuvenation @&srbeing seen nationwide.

There is a definite consumer savings not only in mdng\also in water and time.

As rose trials continue with more cultivars being addeel process is in the planning stags
incorporate research trials on other plants such as aadoperennials.

Growing Medium

The common thread throughout this program, no mattguléimg, is the Earth-Kind™ Enviro
mental Soil Management Program which is the creabib@a healthy and environmenta]
sound growing medium.

Again, due to limited space, the simple basics:

- Proper bed preparation, based upon the type of soil invoiveatporates 3” of fully fin;
ished compost and if clay soil, includes 3” of expanded shale.
Top dress with 3-4” of large-chipped hardwood muich. Regleat least once if not twig
a year as the mulch composts maintaining a 3-4” depth.
Utilize drip or soaker hose irrigation.

| can personally attest to just how well this works lbatrived at it from a different directio
In starting my rose beds some years back, | determirdtiying bagged mulch would

too expensive. Remembering that my Arborist had once tolthatdree/leaf clippings maclife

great mulch, | contacted the tree trimming company jasindthe road and had them drop o
truckload of chipped trees and leaves. | mulched 3-5” deepantohwed to top dress yea
as it decomposed. These companies look for places tadffteir clippings. | hope that
this concept grows, they never realize just how wontlarfuroduct they have and start cha
ing for it.

As | dig into those beds now, five years later, @insazing how fertile the soil is. Itis so e
to dig in and many more earthworms inhabit the area. tlingt, if | had known then what
know now about proper bed preparation how much furthemcah&ould be. Ah well, life i
about learning.

Hopefully this has provided more insight into the Earthek¥ Environmental Landsca
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Management System. Not only is it helpful to us as gemdebut it is also environmentally

friendly and contributes to savings in many areas.

The local research trial sites in Addison and esfigdi@armers Branch have embraced
concept and are well worth seeing. More seminar dstawvailable on these subjects as
as Dr. Buck, his roses and his contribution to many off@uth-Kind™ cultivars. | can |
reached at_wilshirm@agte.net 940-365-3193 for questions or just to chat about this wo
ful movement. In addition, a wealth of informatidooat the Earth-Kind™ concept is ava
able on the aggie.horticulture.tamu.edu/earthketsite.
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COOL SHADE FOR THE 3RD GRADE
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PRESIDENT'S CORNER
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